Support Elinor in Her

Fight to Save Her Baby

From Forced Religious
Circumcision!

An Israeli Court is fining her
$140/day for every day that she
“delays” her son's circumcision.

"Help! I'm asking for the help of the public! I am a mother to a baby.
The Rabbinical Court is forcing me to cut my year old son against my
will (circumcise him) while subjecting me to heavy financial
sanctions daily!

After my exposure to the information regarding circumcision, I refuse
to mutilate my baby. I don't have the right and I do not agree! He was

born whole and he will stay whole! His integrity is his full right! The
Religious Court has no right to do that! No one in the whole world is
authorized to force me to mutilate my son, to cut his penis!

What kind of a state is this?! What is this? Where do we live? Could
the Religious Court force upon me anything during the divorce? In
particular, religious oppression, unnecessary cutting of the penis of a
helpless baby? A non-reversible surgical operation! A foreskin does
not renew itself!

The baby can not express his own will. The right to decide is his
alone. It is his body! The right, is not mine, nor anyone else's in the
entire world, but his own only!

I am pleading for help! I love my son very much! I do not want to hurt
him! Please pass this message on to anyone possible so it won't be a
precedent for future divorce cases in the Rabbinical Court which
authorizes itself to force religious oppression upon a nonreligious
divorcing person! Why does the religious court take advantage of its
monopoly on marriage?! It's a degrading abuse of power, used for
religious oppression! Religion has to be voluntary from the heart, not
by force and financial penalties!

Where do we live? Where is the supervision? Where is the
government?! I am crying for help! Unfortunately, here, in the state of
Israel!"

- Elinor Daniel




My name is Eran Sadeh. [ am Israeli. I am Jewish.

I was born 43 years ago in Tel Aviv, a healthy baby with a perfect
body. 8 days after I was born one man held my tiny legs down while
another man cut a part of my penis off with a knife.

I was in pain, I screamed, I bled. It’s over. But the part that was cut off
from my penis is forever gone.

36 years later my son was born. Two days before his planned
circumcision, while searching online for recommendations on the
doctor-mohel we chose, 1 stumbled upon the following paragraph
from The Guide for the Perplexed by Maimonides, the great Jewish
philosopher:

“As regards circumcision, I think that one of its objects is to limit
sexual intercourse, and to weaken the organ of generation as far as
possible, and thus cause man to be moderate. Some people believe
that circumcision is to remove a defect in man’s formation; but every
one can easily reply: How can products of nature be deficient so as to
require external completion, especially as the use of the foreskin to
that organ is evident. The bodily injury caused to that organ is exactly
that which is desired; This is, as I believe, the best reason for the
commandment concerning circumcision.”

I was shocked. I realized that the Jewish motivation for circumcision
was diminishing sexual pleasure, the same motivation as the one
behind female genital cutting.

I was so amazed by this text, so I went on to read every piece of
information I could find about the part that was cut off from my penis.
The more I read and understood the anatomy and functions of the
foreskin, the more it became impossible to escape the painful and
enraging realization that my body was violated, that my penis was
damaged and diminished in its capacity to sense pleasure, and that I
will never be able to experience and enjoy sex as nature intended it.

The amputation of the foreskin removes a highly erogenous tissue the
size of an index card on a male adult. A man who is missing that
covering tissue of the penile shaft, feels less pleasure, because he does
not have the thousands of nerve endings that went with the tissue that
was amputated. The foreskin serves as a protective sleeve that slides

up and down the penile shaft, reduces friction and stimulates the
specialized nerve endings and the head of the penis and so it makes
for more comfortable and pleasurable sex for both partners.

I found reports showing that in Israel alone hundreds of baby boys are
rushed every year to emergency rooms and operating rooms to treat
complications following the amputation of the foreskin.

I learned that studies show that the pain suffered by the baby during
circumcision is traumatic and adversely affects his reactions to pain
later in life and I read testimonies by mothers about the screaming of
their boys during the healing period, when the open circumcision
wound comes in contact with urine.

Thanks to all the information that was revealed to me that day, my
wife and I also decided to leave our son intact so I called the doctor-
mohel and cancelled the scheduled circumcision.

As you can see, circumcision is nothing but a euphemism for forcibly
amputating a healthy body part of a helpless child, causing
irreversible bodily damage and pain and putting the child at risk. All
this in the name of religion and tradition.

This will not do in a country that protects children’s human rights,
especially the right to bodily integrity and the right to equal protection
by the law.

A note to doctors: you have no business performing religiously
motivated circumcisions. It is a violation of the first rule of your code
of ethics, which is: Do No Harm. A forcible amputation of a healthy
body part of a non-consenting minor without medical indication is an
assault that causes bodily damage and this bodily damage gives rise to
both a criminal liability and a civil liability, which cannot be waived.
A consent by the parents to circumcision is invalid, because parents
cannot authorize an amputation of a healthy body part of their child
without medical necessity. Doctors, you are not cutting machines.
Your professional obligation is to heal and treat a patient. If the child
before you is healthy, whether a boy or a girl, you do not cut anything
from his or her body.

Postponing circumcision to an age when a person can legally consent
to amputate a part of his penis is the only legal and ethical way out of
this conflict of rights. My body — My choice. This solution does limit
the freedom of religion. But it is only temporary. If, however, you
forcibly amputate the foreskin of a child when he is a minor and
cannot give consent, you trump his right to bodily integrity for ever.

I am happy to be a part of a global movement to eradicate forced
circumcision of minors. All over the world, men like myself who are
hurt by the amputation of their foreskin, are speaking up and letting
their voices be heard.

Mothers and fathers — learn about the advantages of a normal intact
penis, learn about the disadvantages of a cut penis, and join the 80%
of the sane world where parents welcome their sons to life without
violating their bodily integrity, without hurting them, and without
putting them at risk.

Connect with NYC Intactivists and other groups around the world:
Email: nycintactivists@gmail.com | Facebook: facebook.com/NY Clntactivists
Twitter: @NY Clntactivists | Ustream: ustream.tv/channel/nyc-intactivists

To Support Elinor, visit the support group on Facebook:
Elinor Support group: facebook.com/groups/543519205741168 | Intact Israel: facebook.com/Intactlsrael
To donate to Elinor's legal fund set up by Eran Sadeh, founder of “Protect the Child,” visit:
gonnen.org/7p=393
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